Switching Network Ports

Those Ethernet ports on the Classmate can break, or you might want to use the Classmate wireless for parades. USB-to-Ethernet adaptors are $20 or less.

1. Start in the Developer user account

2. Connect the USB-Ethernet Adaptor and install any drivers if necessary 

3. Quit the Driver Station application

4. Clean up port IP addresses

a. Open Start->Control Panel->Network Connections and you’ll see the available ports listed. Typically the Classmate will have:

· Local Area Connection

· Local Area Connection 2 (if you have a USB-to-Ethernet adaptor plugged in)

· Wireless Network Connection 2 (if wireless is enabled)

b. Right-click->Disable any ports you don’t want to use.

c. For any ports left make sure they are set to use DHCP or manually set to an IP address that is NOT 10.xx.yy.5  For example:

i. Right-click on a port and choose Properties.

ii. In the pop-up scroll down to “Internet Protocol (TCP/IP)” and double-click on that.

iii. In the (yet another) pop-up select “Obtain an IP address automatically”

iv. Click “OK” to seal the deal.

5. Change the DS application initialization file. 

a. DS application must not be running or whatever you change will get overwritten. If you make a mistake here just delete the .ini file and run the DS application and it will create a new default one when it cannot find an existing .ini file.

b. Go to: C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Shared Documents\

c. Use a text editor to edit the file: FRC DS Data Storage.ini

i. Change the line: NICNAME=””Local Area Connection”” to the name of the new port you want to use. It’s safest to copy and paste the name from Network Connections. Make sure to keep the double quotes.

ii. Save and exit

6. Reboot and see if the DS application finds the new network port.

